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 Introduction 

1.1 Background 
This Screening for AA report has been prepared for Proposed Material Alterations to Proposed Variation 
No. 1 to the Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (“the Proposed Variation”), in accordance 
with the requirements of Article 6(3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural 
Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (hereafter referred to as the “Habitats Directive”).  
 
This report is part of the ongoing AA process that is being undertaken alongside the preparation of the 
Proposed Variation, and will be considered, alongside other documentation prepared as part of this 
process, at adoption of the Proposed Variation. 

1.2 Legislative Context 
The Habitats Directive provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance. The 
overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the “favourable conservation status” of 
habitats and species of European Community Interest. These habitats and species are listed in the 
Habitats and Birds Directives (Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds) with 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated to afford 
protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known as European 
sites and Natura 2000.  
 
AA is required under articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, as transposed into Irish legislation 
by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) and the 
Planning and Development Acts 2000 and 2004 (as amended). AA is an assessment of the potential for 
adverse effects of a plan or project, in combination with other plans or projects, on the integrity of a 
European site, in view of the conservation objectives. European sites are either SACs and SPAs and 
provide for the protection and long-term survival of Europe’s most valuable species and habitats. 

1.3 The AA Process 
The initial test in the AA process is to ascertain whether the Plan (or in this case, the Proposed Material 
Alterations to the Proposed Variation to the Plan) is directly connected with or necessary to the 
management of European sites. If the Plan (or Variation) is not directly connected with or necessary 
for the management of European sites, then it will proceed to the first stage of the AA process. 
Subsequently, there are four main stages in the AA process as follow:  
 

Stage One: Screening  
The process that identifies the likely impacts upon a European site of a project or plan, either 
alone or in combination with other projects or plans and considers whether these impacts are 
likely to be significant. 
 
Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment  
The consideration of the identified impact and their effects on the integrity of the European 
site of the project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, with 
respect to the site’s structure and function and in view of its Conservation Objectives. 
Additionally, where there are adverse impacts, an assessment of the potential mitigation of 
those impacts. If adequate mitigation is proposed to ensure no significant adverse impacts on 
European sites, then the process may end at this stage. However, if the likelihood of significant 
impacts remains, then the process must proceed to Stage Three. 
 
Stage Three: Assessment of Alternative Solutions  
The process that examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the project or plan 
that avoids adverse impacts on the integrity of the European site. 
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Stage Four: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse 
impacts remain 
An assessment of compensatory measures where, in the light of an assessment of imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI), it is deemed that the project or plan should 
proceed. 

 
The Habitats Directive promotes a hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory measures. This 
approach aims to avoid any impacts on European sites by identifying possible impacts early in the Plan-
making process and avoiding such impacts. Second, the approach involves the application of mitigation 
measures, if necessary, during the AA process to the point where no adverse impacts on the site(s) 
remain. If adverse impacts on European sites remain, the approach requires the consideration of 
alternative solutions. If no alternative solutions are identified and the plan/project is required for 
imperative reasons of overriding public interest, then compensation measures are required for any 
remaining adverse effect(s). 

1.3.1 Is the Proposed Variation Necessary to the Management of European Sites? 
The primary purpose of the Proposed Variation, to which the Proposed Material Alterations relate, is 
not the nature conservation management of the sites, but to amend the County Development Plan to 
implement housing requirements as per the National Planning Framework Implementation: Housing 
Growth Requirements Guidelines for Planning Authorities, issued under Section 28 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended). These Guidelines place a statutory obligation on planning 
authorities to ensure that the necessary planning framework is in place including sufficient residential 
zoned land to facilitate the achievement of housing growth requirements over the plan period. 
Therefore, the Proposed Variation is not considered to be directly connected with or necessary to the 
management of European sites and must proceed to Stage 1 AA - Screening for Appropriate 
Assessment.   

1.4 Methods 
1.4.1 Ecological desktop study 
This Screening for AA is based on best scientific knowledge and ecological expertise, and is supported 
by desktop research on national databases including the National Biodiversity Data Centre1, the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)2 and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)3 mapping websites, 
including the most recent Article 174 conservation status reporting cycle, 2025 for European sites, where 
required.  
 
The ecological desktop study completed for this Screening for AA of the Proposed Material Alterations 
to the Proposed Variation, comprised the following elements: 

• Identification of European sites within 15 km of County Leitrim (the area to which the Proposed Variation relates). 
• Examination of European sites hydrologically linked (via direct surface water connection or shared groundwater body) 

or other ecological links beyond 15 km of County Leitrim. 
• Examination of the NPWS Qualifying Interests (for SACs), Special Conservation Interests (for SPAs) and Conservation 

Objectives for the above identified sites with potential pathways to County Leitrim.   
• Examination of available additional information on protected and or designated species as relevant/necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Available at: https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/ 
2 Available at: https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites and https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8f7060450de3485fa1c1085536d477ba  
3 Available at: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ 
4 NPWS (2025). The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Volumes 1, 2 and 3.  
4 Available from the NPWS here. 
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1.4.2 Source-pathway-receptor model and potential effects  
The examination of the Proposed Material Alterations to the Proposed Variation for potential effects on 
European sites is conducted following a standard source-pathway-receptor model, where in order for a 
potential for effect to be identified, all three elements of this mechanism must be in place. Examples of 
a source, a pathway and a receptor are: 

 Source(s) – e.g., pollutant run-off from subject development. 
 Pathway(s) – e.g., groundwater connecting to nearby qualifying wetland habitats. 
 Receptor(s) – e.g., qualifying habitats and species of European sites. 

 
As per the above examples, a source is any identifiable element of the Proposed Material Alterations to 
the Proposed Variation that may interact with ecological processes of European sites. A pathway is any 
connection between the source and the receptor. A receptor is a Qualifying Interest or Special 
Conservation Interests of the European site being examined, or an ecological feature that is known to 
be utilised by, or provide support to, the Qualifying Interests or Special Conservation Interests of a 
European site. 
 
When all three elements of the model are in place, a potential effect is identified. The potential effect 
is then examined further to determine whether or not it presents a likelihood of significant effect5,6 on 
a European site. This is carried out by assessing objective information such as: the nature of the source; 
the nature of the pathway; the distances involved; the QIs/SCIs involved and their threats, pressures 
and sensitivities; and, consulting best scientific evidence/literature when required. As such, the 
presence of all three elements and the identification of a potential effect, does not automatically 
constitute the likelihood of significant effect to a European site, and is context dependent. However, 
the absence or removal of one of the elements of the mechanism is sufficient to conclude that there is 
no potential effect(s) and thus no likelihood for significant effects. The Proposed Material Alterations to 
the Proposed Variation are also examined in-combination with other plans and programmes to assess 
whether there are sources for in-combination effects as a result of the implementation of the Proposed 
Material Alterations to the Proposed Variation. 
 
Where a likelihood for significant effects to any European site is deemed to be present following the 
application of this model, then the Proposed Variation must proceed to Stage Two AA i.e., the 
production of a Natura Impact Report (NIR) with accompanying mitigation measures addressing the 
significant effects identified at screening, in order to prevent adverse effects to the QIs/SCIs of the 
European sites identified. This evaluation has been made in view of the Conservation Objectives of the 
habitats or species, for which the relevant European sites have been designated.  
 
1.4.3 Identification of European sites 
This is conducted via the application of the source-pathway-receptor (SPR) model (described in Section 
1.4.2) to identify the European sites with potential for effects. The use of an initial 15 km buffer zone 
can also aid in the scoping stages, when applying the SPR model.  
 
Upon application of the SPR model, any additional European sites with ecological connectivity to the 
Proposed Variation area that identified beyond that 15 km initial buffer (i.e., downstream connectivity), 
are also included for assessment. Subsequently, the “Qualifying Interests” (QIs) (i.e., habitats and 
species of conservation concern for which Special Areas of Conservation are designated), and/or 
“Special Conservation Interests” (SCIs), (i.e., bird species of conservation concern for which Special 
Areas of Conservation are designated) of each European site identified are examined, and their 
respective “‘Conservation Objectives” (COs) consulted.  
 
The COs focus on maintaining the favourable conservation condition of the QIs/SCIs of each European 
site and form the basis for the assessment of significant effects. The threats to the 
ecological/environmental conditions that are required to support the QIs and SCIs are also considered 
as part of the assessment. Supporting information on QIs, SCIs, site-specific sensitivities and 
information on Ireland’s Article 17 Reports to the European Commission7 of the European sites 
considered are provided in Appendix I of this report. Additional supporting information for each 

 
5 “Likely” defied by the OPR Practice Note PN01 on Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management (2021) as the: “risk or possibility of effects occurring 
that cannot be ruled out based on objective information.” 
6 With regard to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 
7 NPWS (2025). The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Volumes 1, 2 and 3.  
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European site, such as site synopses and Natura 2000 standard data forms8, are considered where 
required. 
 
The following NPWS First Order Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) have been considered in 
the screening where relevant: 

• For SACs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I habitat(s) and/or the Annex II 
species for which the SAC has been selected; and 

• For SPAs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation 
Interests for this SPA. 

 
Where available, SSCOs that have been designed to define favourable conservation status for a specific 
habitat or species have been examined (see Section 3 below). A complete dataset of the QIs and SCIs, 
and their respective threats and pressures8, of the European sites assessed in this report is included in 
Appendix I and was utilised throughout this report.  
 
1.4.4 Assessment of potential significant effects 
All provisions within the Proposed Variation are considered in the assessment with respect to potential 
sources for significant effects on the QIs and SCIs of European sites. This is carried out by considering 
the sensitivities and threats and pressures of each of the QIs and SCIs in relation to all potential sources 
for effects, and potential pathways for such effects identified from the SPR model. Subsequently, where 
sources and pathways for effects are identified, potential significant effects will be assessed in relation 
to the COs, and thereafter any likelihood for significant effects9, or absence thereof, is identified. 
 
1.4.5 Characterising Potential Significant Effects 
The following parameters and descriptors can be used when describing impacts and characterising 
resulting significant effects to European sites (in view of their Conservation Objectives)10: 
 

Direct and Indirect Impacts - An impact can be caused either as a direct or as an indirect consequence of a Plan/Project. 
Magnitude - Magnitude measures the size of an impact, which is described as high, medium, low, very low or negligible. 
Extent - The area over that the impact occurs – this should be predicted in a quantified manner. 
Duration - The time that the effect is expected to last prior to recovery or replacement of the resource or feature: 

 Temporary: Up to 1 Year, 
 Short Term: The effects would take 1-7 years to be mitigated, 
 Medium Term: The effects would take 7-15 years to be mitigated, 
 Long Term: The effects would take 15-60 years to be mitigated, and 
 Permanent: The effects would take 60+ years to be mitigated. 

Likelihood – The probability of the effect occurring taking into account all available information: 
 Certain/Near Certain: >95% chance of occurring as predicted, 
 Probable: 50-95% chance as occurring as predicted, 
 Unlikely: 5-50% chance as occurring as predicted, and 
 Extremely Unlikely: <5% chance as occurring as predicted. 

Ecologically Significant Impact - An impact (negative or positive) on the integrity of a defined site or ecosystem and/or 
the conservation status of habitats or species within a given geographic area.  
Integrity of a Site - The coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area, which enables it to sustain 
the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the species for which it was classified. 

 
1.4.6 Relevant guidance  
This report has been prepared by also taking into account the following guidance documents: 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland. Guidance for Planning Authorities, Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2009, 

• “Commission Notice: Managing Natura 2000 sites – The provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC”, 
European Commission 2018, 

• Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites – Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 
6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, European Commission Notice, Journal of the European Union, 2021, 
and, 

• Practice Note PN01: Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management, Office of the Planning 
Regulator, 2021. 

 
8 Sourced from the NPWS. Available here. 
9 With regard to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, and the precautionary principle (C127/02 Waddenzee) 
10 These descriptions are informed by relevant guidelines including: Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2018) Guidelines for Ecological Impact 
Assessment in the UK and Ireland. Version 1.2; Environmental Protection Agency (2002) Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements; 
and, National Roads Authority (2009) Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts of National Roads Schemes. 
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 Description of the Proposed Variation 
and associated Proposed Material Alterations 
Proposed Variation No. 1 arises from the publication of the National Planning Framework (NPF) First 
Revision and the National Planning Framework Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended) which place a statutory obligation on Planning Authorities to ensure that the necessary 
planning framework is in place including sufficient residential zoned land to facilitate the achievement 
of housing growth requirements over the plan period.   
 
The Proposed Variation includes amendments to the Written Statement (Volume I), Settlement Plans 
(Volume II) and the Book of Maps (Volume III) of the Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 and 
the amendments are presented in Section 4.0 of this document. The proposed amendments included 
in this Proposed Variation are outlined, in summary, below: 
 

1. To include the addition of further lands with a ‘New Residential’ land use zoning objective to address the new housing 
growth requirements. 

2. To include the land use zoning objectives and the land use zoning map for Carrick-on-Shannon as contained in the 
Carrick-on-Shannon Joint Local Area Plan 2025-2031 into the Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 thereby 
ensuring that all zoned lands in the county are now contained in the Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029. 

3. To rezone a parcel of land in Kinlough currently identified with a ‘New Residential - Low Density’ land use zoning 
objective to ‘Agriculture’ arising from a submission to the Residential Zoned Land Tax (RZLT) process. 

4. To include the addition of further lands in Manorhamilton with an ‘Enterprise and Employment’ land use zoning 
objective. 

5. To update Section 8.11.2.1 of the Plan - N4 Carrick-on-Shannon to Dromod Project to reflect the revised scope of the 
project to now comprise the Carrick-on-Shannon Bypass and Traffic Management Plan and reference in objective TRAN 
OBJ 3 to same. 

6. To update the text to the Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 as consequential changes arising from the 
foregoing. 

 
Proposed Variation No. 1 and associated SEA, AA and SFRA documents were placed on public display 
and submissions were invited. Submissions are responded to in a Chief Executive’s Report within which 
recommendations were made for Proposed Material Alterations to the Proposed Variation. Members 
agreed Proposed Material Alterations taking into account the Chief Executive’s Report. The alterations 
propose a number of text and map-based changes to the Proposed Variation/associated documents. 
For further detail, the Proposed Material Alterations should be referred to. 
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 Screening for Appropriate Assessment 

3.1 Introduction  
This stage of the AA process identifies any likely significant effects to European sites resulting from a 
project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, in the absence of any 
mitigation measures intended to reduce or prevent effects.  

3.2 Potential Effects of the Proposed Material Alterations 
Proposed Material Alterations are examined for the presence of any potential effects, and whether these 
may then result in a likelihood of significant effects with respect to the relevant guidelines and utilising 
the source-pathway-receptor model (as described in Section 1.4.2).  
 
As outlined in the European Commission Environment DG document “Assessment of plans and projects 
significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 
(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC”11 outlines the types of effects that may occur at European 
sites. These include effects from the following:  
 

 Land take 
 Resource Requirements (Drinking Water Abstraction Etc.) 
 Emissions (Disposal to Land, Water or Air) 
 Excavation Requirements 
 Transportation Requirements 
 Duration of Construction, Operation, Decommissioning 
  

The above are considered when identifying potential sources for effects, in the context of ecological 
connectivity and relationship of the Proposed Material Alterations to European sites. 
 
The primary intention of the Proposed Variation, to which the Proposed Material Alterations relate, is 
to amend the zonings of lands within the adopted Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029, 
following the publication of new planning guidelines to facilitate additional zoning in support of 
accelerated housing delivery (see also Section 2 of this report).  
 
Considering the above and the description provided in Section 2, the Proposed Variation elements that 
present potential sources with pathways for potential effects to European sites are: 
 

 The Proposed Variation’s provisions and objectives regarding housing which require various services such as social and 
communication services infrastructure, transport, wastewater connections to local waste water treatment plants and 
treatment, mains water facilities, surface water drainage, and  sustainable transport – all of which introduce sources 
for potential effects through construction phase such as habitat loss, air and noise pollution, disturbance effects and 
hydrological changes through channel realignment and/or pollution through connectivity with riverine / wetland 
habitats and groundwater. 

 Loading pressures from the construction phases of developments or projects – these sources could result in habitat 
loss/fragmentation, air and/or noise pollution, light pollution, interactions with water quality (surface and/or 
groundwater), and disturbance effects 

 Increases in visitor numbers to ecologically sensitive areas during the operational phase of housing developments, 
which have potential to introduce sources for significant effects such as disturbance, and  

 Increases in connectivity and proximity of human inhabited areas to ecologically sensitive areas due to the proposed 
increase in the number of residential / populated areas, which may increase visitor numbers. 

 
The Plan is situated underneath a hierarchy of statutory documents that were subject to environmental 
assessment/screening for environmental assessment and Appropriate Assessment, such as the 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Northern and Western Region 2020-2032 and the 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 and form the decision-making and consent-granting 
framework.  
 

 
11 Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, European Commission Notice, Journal of the European Union, 2021. 
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These elements were considered by the Screening for AA process for the Proposed Variation that was 
placed on public display and it was concluded that:  

 “The source-pathway-receptor model was applied, i.e. the Proposed Variation was examined for sources for 
potential effects, alongside an examination of pathways for effects of any sources presented in the Proposed 
Variation to the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation Interests (i.e., receptors), in view of their 
Conservation Objectives, of each European site assessed. In applying this model, it was found that no potential 
sources for significant effects to any European site considered would arise from the implementation of the 
Proposed Variation that have not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing the 
Leitrim Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). 

 As such, the risks to the safeguarding of the Conservation Objectives of the Qualifying Interests, Special 
Conservation Interests of the European sites have been addressed through existing, already in-force policies and 
objectives within the Leitrim Development Plan 2023-2029 - with which all lower tier plans/projects must comply. 
In addition, any future projects, plans etc. that may arise will themselves be subject to AA/screening for AA when 
further details of design and location are known.  

 Therefore, it is concluded in this Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report, to inform the competent authority 
carrying out the AA Screening, that Proposed Variation No. 1 to the Leitrim Development Plan 2023-2029 is not 
foreseen to have any likelihood for any significant effect on any European site, alone or in combination with other 
plans or projects. Therefore, any likelihood for significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests 
and Special Conservation Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. Consequently, 
a Stage Two AA (Natura Impact Report) is not required.” 

 
Proposed Material Alterations are considered under Section 3.4 below. 

3.3 Identification of Relevant European Sites 
Utilising the methodology described in Section 1.4, the SACs and/SPAs that occur within 15 km of 
County Leitrim, and/or have surface hydrological connectivity12, and/or occur within the same 
groundwater body13 as County Leitrim were identified. The resultant European sites are shown in Figure 
3.1, Figure 3.2, and Figure 3.3, respectively.    
  
A list of the European sites that have been identified for assessment in this report is provided below:  

Site Code Site Name 
000428  Lough Melvin SAC 
000584 Cuilcagh - Anierin Uplands SAC 
000623 Ben Bulben, Gleniff and Glenade Complex SAC 
000625 Bunduff Lough and Machair/ Trawalua/ Mullaghmore SAC 
001403 Arroo Mountain SAC 
001919 Glenade Lough SAC 
001976 Lough Gill SAC 
002032 Boleybrack Mountain SAC 
004151 Donegal Bay SPA 
004187 Sligo/Leitrim Uplands SPA 
002348 Clooneen Bog SAC 
001818 Lough Forbes Complex SAC 
004101 Ballykenny-Fisherstown Bog SPA 
000007 Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC 
002303 Dunmuckrum Turloughs SAC 
004049 Lough Oughter Complex SPA 
001680 Streedagh Point Dunes SAC 
000979 Corratirrim SAC 
001898 Unshin River SAC 
000627 Cummeen Strand/ Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC 
004035 Cummeen Strand SPA 
004013 Drumcliff Bay SPA 
002346 Brown Bog SAC 
002164 Lough Golagh and Breesy Hill SAC 
001673 Lough Arrow SAC 
000638 Union Wood SAC 
001125 Pettigoe Plateau SAC 
004099 Pettigoe Plateau SPA 
004234 Ballintemple and Ballygilgan SPA 
000138 Durnesh Lough SAC 
004145 Durnesh Lough SPA 
000622 Ballysadare Bay SAC 
004129 Ballysadare Bay SPA 
004050 Lough Arrow SPA 

 
12 Source: EPA datasets on waterways in Ireland. Available here.  
13 Special Areas of Conservation and/or Special Protection Areas with groundwater sensitive habitats or species 
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Site Code Site Name 
000115 Ballintra SAC 
001656 Bricklieve Mountains & Keishcorran SAC 
000191 St. John's Point SAC 
001626 Annaghmore Lough (Roscommon) SAC 
001992 Tamur Bog SAC 
000133 Donegal Bay (Murvagh) SAC 
004068 Inishmurray SPA 
002202 Mount Jessop Bog SAC 
000636 Templehouse and Cloonacleigha Loughs SAC 
000440 Lough Ree SAC 
004064 Lough Ree SPA 
004048 Lough Gara SPA 
000614 Cloonshanville Bog SAC 
002341 Ardagullion Bog SAC 
000612 Mullygollan Turlough SAC 
000595 Callow Bog SAC 
000492 Doocastle Turlough SAC 
000637 Turloughmore (Sligo) SAC 
001899 Cloonakillina Lough SAC 
002354 Tullaghanrock Bog SAC 
002338 Drumalough Bog SAC 
000604 Derrinea Bog SAC 
000607 Errit Lough SAC 
001571 Urlaur Lakes SAC 
000216 River Shannon Callows SAC 
004096 Middle Shannon Callows SPA 
002241 Lough Derg, North-east Shore SAC 
004058 Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA 
002165 Lower River Shannon SAC 
004077 River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA 
004119 Loop Head SPA 
004189 Kerry Head SPA 

 
The following Conservation Objective documents for each of the above European sites listed above 
were considered throughout this report: 
 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC [IE0000007] Version 1. 
NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Ballintra SAC [IE0000115] Version 1. 
NPWS (2026) Conservation Objectives for Donegal Bay (Murvagh) SAC [IE0000133] Version 2. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Durnesh Lough SAC [IE0000138] Version 1. 
NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for St. John's Point SAC [IE0000191] Version 1. 
NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for River Shannon Callows SAC [IE0000216] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Lough Melvin SAC [IE0000428] Version 1. 
NPWS (2026) Conservation Objectives for Lough Ree SAC [IE0000440] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Cuilcagh - Anierin Uplands SAC [IE0000584] Version 1. 
NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Ballysadare Bay SAC [IE0000622] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Ben Bulben, Gleniff and Glenade Complex SAC [IE0000623] Version 1. 
NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for Bunduff Lough and Machair/Trawalua/Mullaghmore SAC [IE0000625] Version 1. 
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Cummeen Strand/Drumcliff Bay (Sligo Bay) SAC [IE0000627] Version 2. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Union Wood SAC [IE0000638] Version 1. 
NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Corratirrim SAC [IE0000979] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Arroo Mountain SAC [IE0001403] Version 1. 
NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Annaghmore Lough (Roscommon) SAC [IE0001626] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Bricklieve Mountains & Keishcorran SAC [IE0001656] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Lough Arrow SAC [IE0001673] Version 1. 
NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for Streedagh Point Dunes SAC [IE0001680] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Lough Forbes Complex SAC [IE0001818] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Unshin River SAC [IE0001898] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Glenade Lough SAC [IE0001919] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Lough Gill SAC [IE0001976] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Lough Gara SPA [IE004048] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Cloonshanville Bog SAC [IE000614] Version 1. 
NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for Ardagullion Bog SAC [IE0002341] Version 1. 
NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Mullygollan Turlough SAC [IE000612] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Callow Bog SAC [IE000595] Version 1. 
NPWS (2020) Conservation Objectives for Doocastle Turlough SAC [IE000492] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Turloughmore (Sligo) SAC [IE000637] Version 1. 
NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Cloonakillina Lough SAC [IE001899] Version 1. 
NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for Tullaghanrock Bog SAC [IE002354] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Drumalough Bog SAC [IE002338] Version 1. 
NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for Derrinea Bog SAC [IE000604] Version 1. 
NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Errit Lough SAC [IE000607] Version 1. 



Screening for AA Report for Proposed Variation No. 1 to the Leitrim CDP 2023-2029 

CAAS for Leitrim County Council 9 

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Urlaur Lakes SAC [IE001571] Version 1. 
NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Tamur Bog SAC [IE0001992] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Boleybrack Mountain SAC [IE0002032] Version 1. 
NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Lough Golagh and Breesy Hill SAC [IE0002164] Version 1. 
NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Lower River Shannon SAC [IE0002165] Version 1. 
NPWS (2023) Conservation Objectives for Mount Jessop Bog SAC [IE0002202] Version 1. 
NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Lough Derg, North-East Shore SAC [IE0002241] Version 1. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Dunmuckrum Turloughs SAC [IE0002303] Version 1. 
NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Dunragh Loughs/Pettigoe Plateau SAC [IE0001125] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Pettigoe Plateau Nature Reserve SPA [IE0004099] Version 1. 
NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Brown Bog SAC [IE0002346] Version 1. 
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Clooneen Bog SAC [IE0002348] Version 2. 
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Templehouse and Cloonacleigha Loughs SAC [IE0000636] Version 1. 
NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Drumcliff Bay SPA [IE0004013] Version 1. 
NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Cummeen Strand SPA [IE0004035] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter SPA [IE0004049] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Lough Arrow SPA [IE0004050] Version 1. 
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA [IE0004058] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Lough Ree SPA [IE0004064] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Loop Head SPA [IE004119] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Kerry Head SPA [IE004189] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Inishmurray SPA [IE0004068] Version 1. 
NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA [IE0004077] Version 1. 
NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Middle Shannon Callows SPA [IE0004096] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Ballykenny-Fisherstown Bog SPA [IE0004101] Version 1. 
NPWS (2013) Conservation Objectives for Ballysadare Bay SPA [IE0004129] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Durnesh Lough SPA [IE0004145] Version 1. 
NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Donegal Bay SPA [IE0004151] Version 1. 
NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Sligo/Leitrim Uplands SPA [IE0004187] Version 1. 
NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Ballintemple and Ballygilgan SPA [IE0004234] Version 1. 
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Figure 3.1 European sites within a 15 km buffer zone of County Leitrim14 

 
14 Source: NPWS Protected Sites datasets 
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Figure 3.2 European sites with surface hydrological connectivity to County Leitrim15  

 
15 Source: NPWS Protected Sites datasets and EPA datasets. 
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Figure 3.3 Groundwater sensitive European sites that share groundwater bodies with County Leitrim16 

 
16 Source: NPWS Protected Sites datasets and GSI datasets 
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3.4 Screening of European sites for AA 
Table 3.1 and Table 3.2 examine whether there is potential for significant effects on European Sites 
considering information provided above.  
 
Table 3.1 AA Screening Considerations 

Ref  AA Screening Consideration  
1 This alteration would further contribute towards provisions related to this sector/topic that are already contained 

within the Proposed Variation; however, there is no additional source for any likely significant effect on any European 
site that would be introduced by this Proposed Material Alteration. Consequently, Stage 2 AA is not required. 

2 The update to terminology/language/wording/mapping/supporting documentation would not result in effects on any 
European site. Consequently, Stage 2 AA is not required. 

3 This alteration relates to Proposed Variation text that sets the context for, summarises and/or provides clarification 
to Proposed Variation provisions. It does not interact with existing Proposed Variation provisions to an extent that 
it would result in effects on any European site. Consequently, Stage 2 AA is not required. 

4 This alteration adds more detail but would not have the potential to result in result in effects on any European site. 
Consequently, Stage 2 AA is not required. 

5 This alteration provides consistency with other parts of the Proposed Variation and/or with the wider planning and 
policy framework. It would not interact with Proposed Variation provisions to the extent that it would result in effects 
on any European site. Consequently, Stage 2 AA is not required. 

6 Removal of this provision/text would remove the potential for any environmental effects; however, removal of the 
provision/text would not be likely to result in effects on any European site. Consequently, Stage 2 AA is not 
required.   

 
Proposed Material Alteration No.  AA Screening Consideration Reference  
1 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 
2 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

3 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

4 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

5 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

6 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

7 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

8 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

9 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

10 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

11 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

12 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

13 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

14 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 

15 Selection of Considerations from Ref. 1 to 6 above – Stage 2 AA not required 
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The European sites identified for consideration in this screening for AA report are analysed individually in Table 3.2 in order to establish whether, considering the sources for 
potential effects identified (Section 3.2), the QIs, SCIs of the European sites considered (Appendix I) in view of their Conservation Objectives (Section 3.3); there is a likelihood 
for significant effects5,6 on any European sites as a result of the implementation of Proposed Material Alterations.  
 
Table 3.2 Screening of European Sites  

Site 
Code 

Site Name Distance 
(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

000428  Lough Melvin 
SAC 

Within Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355], Molinia meadows on 
calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion 
caeruleae) [6410], Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing 
waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae 
and/or Isoeto-Nanojuncetea [3130], Atlantic salmon 
(Salmo salar) [1106] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to Proposed 
Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing Leitrim County 
Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report accompanying the 
Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000584 Cuilcagh - 
Anierin Uplands 
SAC 

Within Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in 
mountain areas - and submountain areas in Continental 
Europe [6230], Oligotrophic waters containing very few 
minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110], 
Slender green feather-moss (Hamatocaulis vernicosus) 
[6216], Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels 
(Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) 
[8110], European dry heaths [4030], Natural dystrophic 
lakes and ponds [3160], Blanket bogs * if active bog 
[7130], Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 
[4010], Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060], Siliceous rocky 
slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8220], Petrifying 
springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220], 
Transition mires and quaking bogs [7140] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000623 Ben Bulben, 
Gleniff and 
Glenade 
Complex SAC 

Within Transition mires and quaking bogs [7140], Calcareous 
and calcshist screes of the montane to alpine levels 
(Thlaspietea rotundifolii) [8120], Hydrophilous tall herb 
fringe communities of plains and of the montane to 
alpine levels [6430], Calcareous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation [8210], Siliceous scree of the 
montane to snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae and 
Galeopsietalia ladani) [8110], Semi-natural dry 
grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates 
(Festuco-Brometalia) * important orchid sites [6210], 
European dry heaths [4030], Species-rich Nardus 
grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas - 
and submountain areas in Continental Europe [6230], 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 

No 

 
17 Term encompasses wither QIs of SACs or SCIs of SPAs 
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Site 
Code 

Site Name Distance 
(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) 
[7220], Alkaline fens [7230], Alpine and Boreal heaths 
[4060], Geyer`s whorl snail (Vertigo geyeri) [1013], 
Water courses of plain to montane levels with the 
Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation [3260], Blanket bogs * if active bog [7130], 
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010], 
Juniperus communis formations on heaths or calcareous 
grasslands [5130], Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355] 

Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

000625 Bunduff Lough 
and Machair/ 
Trawalua/ 
Mullaghmore 
SAC 

Within Large shallow inlets and bays [1160], Reefs [1170], 
Marsh Fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia) [1065], Fixed 
coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation - grey dunes 
[2130], Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater 
at low tide [1140], Petalwort (Petalophyllum ralfsii) 
[1395], Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies 
on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) * 
important orchid sites [6210], Machairs * in Ireland 
[21A0], Shifting dunes along the shoreline with 
Ammophila arenaria - white dunes [2120], Alkaline fens 
[7230], Juniperus communis formations on heaths or 
calcareous grasslands [5130], Humid dune slacks [2190] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

001403 Arroo Mountain 
SAC 

Within Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) 
[7220], Calcareous and calcshist screes of the montane 
to alpine levels (Thlaspietea rotundifolii) [8120], 
Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 
[8210], European dry heaths [4030], Alpine and Boreal 
heaths [4060], Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica 
tetralix [4010], Blanket bogs * if active bog [7130] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

001919 Glenade Lough 
SAC 

Within Slender naiad (Najas flexilis) [1833], White-clawed 
crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) [1092], Natural 
eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - 
type vegetation [3150] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 

No 
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Site 
Code 

Site Name Distance 
(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

001976 Lough Gill SAC Within Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition - type vegetation [3150], Alluvial forests 
with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, 
Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0], Sea lamprey 
(Petromyzon marinus) [1095], River lamprey (Lampetra 
fluviatilis) [1099], White-clawed crayfish 
(Austropotamobius pallipes) [1092], Old sessile oak 
woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0], 
Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on 
calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) * important 
orchid sites [6210], Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355], Brook 
lamprey (Lampetra planeri) [1096], Atlantic salmon 
(Salmo salar) [1106] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

002032 Boleybrack 
Mountain SAC 

Within Blanket bogs * if active bog [7130], Molinia meadows on 
calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion 
caeruleae) [6410], Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds 
[3160], Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 
[4010], European dry heaths [4030] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004151 Donegal Bay 
SPA 

Within Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046], 
Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144], Wetland and 
Waterbirds [A999], Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) 
[A003], Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) [A065] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004187 Sligo/Leitrim 
Uplands SPA 

Within Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) [A103], Chough 
(Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 

No 
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Site 
Code 

Site Name Distance 
(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

002348 Clooneen Bog 
SAC 

0.72 Active raised bogs [7110], Degraded raised bogs still 
capable of natural regeneration [7120], Bog woodland 
[91D0], Depressions on peat substrates of the 
Rhynchosporion [7150] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

001818 Lough Forbes 
Complex SAC 

0.96 Degraded raised bogs still capable of natural 
regeneration [7120], Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa 
and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, 
Salicion albae) [91E0], Depressions on peat substrates of 
the Rhynchosporion [7150], Active raised bogs [7110], 
Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition - type vegetation [3150] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004101 Ballykenny-
Fisherstown Bog 
SPA 

0.96 Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons 
flavirostris) [A395] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 

No 
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Site 
Code 

Site Name Distance 
(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

000007 Lough Oughter 
and Associated 
Loughs SAC 

1.16 Bog woodland [91D0], Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355], Natural 
eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - 
type vegetation [3150] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

002303 Dunmuckrum 
Turloughs SAC 

1.74 Turloughs [3180] The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004049 Lough Oughter 
Complex SPA 

3.08 Wigeon (Anas penelope) [A050], Wetland and 
Waterbirds [A999], Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) 
[A038], Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) [A005] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 

No 
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(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

001680 Streedagh Point 
Dunes SAC 

4.55 Narrow-mouthed whorl snail (Vertigo angustior) [1014], 
Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) 
[1410], Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220], 
Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation - grey 
dunes [2130], Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-
Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330], Mudflats and sandflats 
not covered by seawater at low tide [1140], Shifting 
dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria - 
white dunes [2120] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000979 Corratirrim SAC 4.92 Limestone pavements [8240] The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

001898 Unshin River 
SAC 

6.19 Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) [1106], Otter (Lutra lutra) 
[1355], Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) 
[91E0], Water courses of plain to montane levels with 
the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation [3260], Semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-
Brometalia) * important orchid sites [6210], Molinia 
meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils 
(Molinion caeruleae) [6410] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000627 Cummeen 
Strand/ 
Drumcliff Bay 

6.82 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila 
arenaria - white dunes [2120], River lamprey (Lampetra 
fluviatilis) [1099], Narrow-mouthed whorl snail (Vertigo 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 

No 
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(Sligo Bay) SAC angustior) [1014], Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous 
vegetation - grey dunes [2130], Semi-natural dry 
grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates 
(Festuco-Brometalia) * important orchid sites [6210], 
Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low 
tide [1140], Harbour seal (Phoca vitulina) [1365], 
Embryonic shifting dunes [2110], Sea lamprey 
(Petromyzon marinus) [1095], Juniperus communis 
formations on heaths or calcareous grasslands [5130], 
Estuaries [1130], Petrifying springs with tufa formation 
(Cratoneurion) [7220] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

004035 Cummeen 
Strand SPA 

6.92 Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046], 
Wetland and Waterbirds [A999], Oystercatcher 
(Haematopus ostralegus) [A130], Redshank (Tringa 
totanus) [A162] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004013 Drumcliff Bay 
SPA 

7.09 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999], Bar-tailed Godwit 
(Limosa lapponica) [A157], Sanderling (Calidris alba) 
[A144] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

002346 Brown Bog SAC 7.67 Degraded raised bogs still capable of natural 
regeneration [7120], Active raised bogs [7110], 
Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion 
[7150] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 

No 
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The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

002164 Lough Golagh 
and Breesy Hill 
SAC 

7.82 Blanket bogs * if active bog [7130] The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

001673 Lough Arrow 
SAC 

8.14 Hard oligo-mesotrophic waters with benthic vegetation of 
Chara spp. [3140] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000638 Union Wood 
SAC 

8.77 Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the 
British Isles [91A0] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 

No 
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Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

001125 Pettigoe Plateau 
SAC 

8.92 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010], 
Blanket bogs * if active bog [7130] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004099 Pettigoe Plateau 
SPA 

8.92 Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons 
flavirostris) [A395] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004234 Ballintemple and 
Ballygilgan SPA 

9.32 Barnacle goose (Branta leucopsis) [A045] The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000138 Durnesh Lough 
SAC 

9.64 Coastal lagoons [1150], Molinia meadows on calcareous, 
peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) 
[6410] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
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The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

004145 Durnesh Lough 
SPA 

10.18 Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons 
flavirostris) [A395], Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) 
[A038] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000622 Ballysadare Bay 
SAC 

10.3 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila 
arenaria - white dunes [2120], Embryonic shifting dunes 
[2110], Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail (Vertigo angustior) 
[1014], Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation - 
grey dunes [2130], Estuaries [1130], Mudflats and 
sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140], 
Humid dune slacks [2190], Harbour seal (Phoca vitulina) 
[1365] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

004129 Ballysadare Bay 
SPA 

10.31 Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162], Dunlin (Calidris 
alpina) [A149], Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) [A141], 
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157], Wetland 
and Waterbirds [A999], Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta 
bernicla hrota) [A046] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 

No 
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Site 
Code 

Site Name Distance 
(km) 

Qualifying Feature17 Analysis for Likely Significant Effects Likelihood 
of 
Significant 
Effects 

The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

004050 Lough Arrow 
SPA 

10.81 Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) [A004], Tufted Duck 
(Aythya fuligula) [A061], Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

000115 Ballintra SAC 11.53 European dry heaths [4030], Limestone pavements 
[8240] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 
Proposed Variation No. 1 that has not already been considered by the Stage 2 AA undertaken for the existing 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 (the findings of which are provided in the Natura Impact Report 
accompanying the Plan). Therefore, no further assessment is required. 

No 

001656 Bricklieve 
Mountains & 
Keishcorran SAC 

11.61 White-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) 
[1092], Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, 
Sanguisorba officinalis) [6510], Calcareous and calcshist 
screes of the montane to alpine levels (Thlaspietea 
rotundifolii) [8120], Marsh Fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia) 
[1065], Turloughs [3180], Semi-natural dry grasslands 
and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-
Brometalia) * important orchid sites [6210] 

The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 provides for sustainable development and proper planning within 
the administrative area of Leitrim County Council.  
 
The Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was subject to Stage 2 AA, which facilitated the integration of 
measures into the Plan to ensure the appropriate protection and management of European Sites with which all lower 
tier plans/projects must comply.  
 
The Proposed Variation that was placed on public display was subject to Screening for AA that concluded that any 
likelihood for any significant effect to any European site and the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation 
Interests therein, as a result of the Proposed Variation, can be ruled out. 
 
Considering the Proposed Material Alterations and taking into account all of the above, there is no potential source 
for any significant effect to any European site that would be introduced by Proposed Material Alterations to 

No 
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